Gc 

929.2 

D3463503h 

2014957 


WL 


REYNOLDS  HISTORICAL 
GENEALOGY  COLLECTION 


Digitized  by  the  Internet  Archive 

in  2018 


https  ://arch  ive.org/detai  Is/debeckdebecdebucOOh  i  nc 


DEBECK,  DEBEC,  DEBUC ,  DeBECK 


by 


Mabel  Gould  Demers 

'  a 


n 


78  8292  7 


■J 


DEBECK,  DEBEC,  DEBUG,  DeBECK 


The  first  record  of  this  family  is  found  in  the  early  records 

of  Trenton,  Maine,  and  appears  as  follows:  2 -14957 

Census  of  Maine,  Heads  of  Families,  p.  31,  "Trenton  Town, 
including  Township  No.  1,  East  Side  of  Union  River,"  (1790) 

"Debeck,  Samuel,  free  while  males  of  16  years  and  upward, 
including  heads  of  families,  Ij  free  white  females,  including  heads 
of  families,  2."  — —the  husband,  wife,  and  an  adult. 

We  find,  in  the  Massachusetts  Archives,  that  the  inhabitants  on 
the  East  and  West  sides  of  Union  River  petitioned  the  Honorable  Senate 
and  House  of 'Representatives  to  incorporate  them  into  a  town  to  be  known 
by  the  name  of  Sumner,  "Sami,  Debuk"  was  one  of  the  signers.  The  pe¬ 
tition  was  presented  February  6,  1798,  but  the  town  was  not  incorporated 
until  1800,  and  then  as  the  town  of  Ellsworth*  It  is  perhaps  interesting 
to  note  that  the  name  "Sumner"  appeared  in  later  generations  of  the 
Debeck  family.  In  1802  there  were  nineteen  dwelling  houses  in  the  town. 
Since  the  town  records  have  been  partially  destroyed  by  fire  on  two 
different  occasions,  it  is  impossible  to  trace  many  of  the  families  of 
the  town.  Twenty  years  later  there  were  sixty-seven  log  cabins,  and 
frame  houses,  on  the  east  side  of  the  river,  and  fifty-one  on  the  west 
side,  A  history  of  the  town,  written  by  a  great,  great  aunt  of  the 
writer  was  in  the  possession  of  a  Mrs.  Milliken  in  Boston  in  1890, 

Were  it  available,  much  could  be  learned  regarding  these  old  settlers. 

The  Histoiy  of  Ellsworth  says:  "The  Debecks  were  early  settlers 


2 — Debeck 


here,  and  took  up  land  near  the  river  above  the  city  proper*" 

Davis’  History  of  Ellsworth,  published  in  1927,  refers  to  the 
early  French  settlements  along  the  coast*  Jesuit  missionaries  were 
at  Mount  Desert  as  early  as  1611  and  it  is  thought  that  Samuel  was 
a  French  Huguenot,  descended  from  one  of  the  early  settlers,  thus 
perpetuating  an  old  French  name.  New  England  wa3  called  New  France 
for  fifty  years  before  Captain  John  Smith  gave  to  it  its  present  name. 

Outlines  of  the  harbors  had  been  drawn  and  the  waters  sounded  off  what 

is  now  the  coast  of  Maine  long  before  the  Mayflower  was  commissioned 

for  New  England.  Argali  made  an  attack  upon  the  French  colonists 

at  Mt.  Desert  (Saint  Sauveur),  in  1613,  and  was  greeted  by  cannon 

fire.  Tallerand  came  to  the  region  of  Union  River  in  1793  but  the 

Debeck  family  wa3  established  prior  to  that  date^(once  called  Mt.  Desert  River.) 

The  family  was  Baptist  in  its  belief  and  Samuel  2  Debeck  was  a 
Deacon  in  the  Baptist  Church  for  more  than  thirty  years f  and  a  member 
of  the  same  church  for  thirty-six  years.  This  was  in  the  town  of  Clifton, 
twelve  miles  from  the  present  city  of  Bangor* 

FIRST  GENERATION 

SAMUEL  DEBECK,  married  Alice  Harris,  at  an  undetermined  date,  but  some¬ 
time  prior  to  1790,  and  was  enumerated  at  the  time  of  the  taking  of  the 
census  of  1790  as  head  of  the  family.  There  were  no  children  so  it 
would  seem  that  they  had  been  married  but  a  short  time.  I  believe  Alice 
to  have  been  descended  from  Robert  (1)  Harris  who  came  from  England 
and  resided  in  that  part  of  Boston  known  as  Brookline.  Descendants  of 
this  man  came  into  Maine,  including  Amariah,  and  we  find  the  name  Aroariah 


repeated  in  the  Debeck  family — -a  name  which  I  have  failed  to  find  elsewhere* 
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When  the  inhabitants  signed  the  petition  to  Massachusetts  they 
did  so  "so  that  we  may  have  the  privilege  of  taking  ourselves,"  meaning 
that  certain  individuals  who  had  to  pay  taxes  in  the  town  of  Trenton 
had  to  travel  a  distance  of  twelve  miles  in  order  to  do  so,  and  there- 
fore  desired  a  more  convenient  center.  The  fact  that  Samuel  Debeck, 
William  Jellison,  William  Fletcher,  John  Jellison,  William  Fletcher  again, 
probably  "Jr."  and  others  signed  would  show  that  these  persons  were  all 
neighbors  and  associates. 

Another  petition  was  addressed  to  the  government  in  Massachusetts 
in  1807.  Since  the  name  of  Samuel  Debeck  does  not  appear,  it  would 
seem  that  he  had  either  died  or  removed  to  another  town.  The  second 
petition  was  to  make  the  villages  of  Trenton  and  Surry  a  part  of  the 
present  town  of  Ellsworthj  (or  Debeck,  if  living,  may  not  have  been 
in  favor  of  the  petition,  although  his  name  does  not  appear  among  the 
dissenters}. 

Samuel  1  Debeck  and  his  wife  Alice  (Harris)  Debeck  (of  Franklin, 
Maine,)  had  the  following  children: 

2.  1.  John  d.  at  nine  months 

3.  2.  Alice  d.  at  birth 

I4..  3.  Samuel  b.  Feb.  1801  (reunion  record) 

5.  lw  William  b.  I8O3 

6.  S>*  Charity 

6.  Thomas  b.  1798 
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SECOND  GENERATION 


III.  SAtflJEL  B.  Feb.  1801  in  Ellsworth,  Maine 
ae.  b9  Census  1850 
Liv.  Clifton,  Maine,  1850 

d.  June  3»  187U  in  Clifton,  Maine,  ae.  73  yrs.  3®*  2hd. 

He  was  a  member  of  the  Freewill  Baptist  Church  for  thirty- 
six  years,  and  a  Deacon  of  the  same  church  for  thirty-four 
years,  Clifton,  Maine. 

He  was  twice  married. 

id.  (1)  Eliza  Orcutt,  daughter  of  Seth 
She  d.  April,  1826 

m,  (2)  Betsy  or  Elizabeth  Staples,  dau.  William  and  his  v/ife, 
Susanna  (Do?/)  Staples.  William  and  Susanna  lived  and  died 
in  Clifton. 


Betsy  v/as  born  on  the  Isle  au  Haut,  the  part  set  off  from 
Deer  Isle,  in  1805.  She  d*  July  31,  I88I4,  ae.  79  yrs.  9m  2d 

Given  census  1850  »'ae.  Ii5." 


He  had  the  following  children  by  his  first  wife  s 


VIII. 

1. 

Leonard  Silsby 

IX. 

2. 

Milton  b.  Dec.  15,  1825,  ae.  2h  in  1850 

X.  2d  w. 

3. 

Eliza  m.  Josiah  Bragg 

XI. 

h. 

Edward  ae  lit  in  1850 

XII. 

5. 

Thomas  b.  1838,  ae.  12  in 

1850 

XIII. 

6. 

Samuel  b.  Aug.  19,  18U0 
d.  2/2/1916  unm. 

XIV. 

7. 

Charity  b.  1833 

d.  Mar.  23,  1881, 

ae  1*8  y  2m 

XV. 

8. 

Annette  b*  L8U5 
d.  1886 

m.  Francis  Gasper 

and  res.  Surry 

XVI. 

9. 

Alfred  ,  ae  8  in  1850 
b.  18U2 
d.  1887 

XVII. 

10. 

Eben  b0 

11.  Eunice 

d.  Res.  Ellsworth  d.  unm( 


had  6  ch.  inc.  Harriet  A, 
b.  Surry  Oct,  19,  1892 
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Census  record  for  Samuel,  Bureau  Vital  Statistics,  Augusta,  1850, 
•'Samuel  Debeck,  ae.  k9$  Betsy,  his  wife,  ae.  ." 

He  had  twenty  acres  of  improved  land,  sixty  acres  unimproved*  His 
farm  was  valued  at  $100.00$  machinery,  $20.00$  one  cow,  2  "other" 
cattle $  6  sheep$  stock  valued  at  $50.00 
Raised: 


13  bushels  of  Indian  corn 
15  bushels  of  oats 
20ff  wool 

11  bu  peas  and  beans 
!;0  bu  Irish  potatoes 
150#  butter 
8  tons  of  hay 
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V*  WILLIAM  b,  1803  (Samuel  1)  Debeck  of  Trenton 
ae.  JL|7  in  185>0 

d.  Nov.  9,  18 69,  ae  66  yrs  6m  7d 

m.  Hepsibeth  Staples,  b*  1810,  ae  AO  yrs.  in  18£0  (census  rec 
a  sister  to  Betsy  who  m.  William's  brother,  Samuel, 

She  was  b»  July  31,  1810  and  d.  Dec.  23,  1897 
Buried  Clifton,  Maine 

They  had  the  following  children: 

XVIII  1.  Amariah 

b.  July  15,  1828 

XVTX  2 •  Ephraim 

b.  Cct.  30,  I83O 

XX  3*  Moses  b.  Sept,  30,  I832 

XXI  U,  Susannah  b.  Aug,  I83I4. 

XXH  5.  Harriett  b.  Aug.  16,  I836 

XXIII  6.  Lucinda  b.  July  l£,  1838 

XXIV  7.  William  b.  July  26,  18U0 

XXV  8,  Alice  b,  Oct.  21,  18U2  given  "Ellis"  in  census  record 

XXVI  9*  Elisha  b.  Aug.  20,  I8I4I1 

XXVII  10  Brocksy  b.  July  9,  18U7 

XXVIII  11  Graville  b.  Dec.  12,  18U8 

XXVIX  12  Robena  or  Roberta  b.  May  15>,  18^1 
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VI*  Charity  2  (Samuel  1) 

m# - - Staples  (John)  she  d.  Feb.  8,  1892,  ae.  92  y  2m  6d 


Hads  1.  Thomas  m*  Sarah  Bridges 
2,  Alice  m.  Simeon  Williams 
and  had  a  son  Leonard  m* 
Mary 
John 
Simeon 
Joshua 
Thomas 
Eber 
Sarah 


no  issue 

Maud  Jellison,  dau*  Melvin  S*Jellison 
and  Brocksy  Debeck,  and  has  a 
son,  Leon  R„,  State  Senator 
from  Penobscot  County 


3*  Susannah  d.  in  infancy 


After  John  Staples1  death,  Charity  m*  Otis  S.  Tracy  and  had  one  child, 

ho  Sarah  A.  Tracy  b.  Clifton,  July  16,  181|0 

m.  Leman  Rowell  and  had  a  daughter 
Abbie  B.  Rovrell,  b.  Eddington, 

July  6,  i860 

She  m.  (3)  Solomon  or  Samuel  Rowe  (I  believe  the  former)  and  had 
daughters  Abigail  and  Susannah. 
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VII. 

Thomas  2  (Samuel  1) 

b.  3  798,  ae*  52  in  1850  (census  record) 

m.  Eunice  - 

r.  Eddington 


Had: 


1,  John  m,  Harriet  Baker  and  had 

2,  Mary  urm. 


1*  George 
2.  Robert  H. 


3.  Samuel,  3d 

m.  Ann  E.  Hathom 
had  Osgood  b,  Eddington 

i;.  Eliza 

m.  J.  H.  Penny 

and  had  two  children:  Ernest  b.  Clifton,  liar.  21,  1850 
5*  Rhunah  (called  Reeny)  m.  a  Fernald  and  had  2  ch.  Reeny  ae.  18  in  18 

6.  Hannah  m.  Nelson  Kidder.  Hannah  ae.  16  in  1850 


7.  Mandy 

m.  and  d.  at  the  birth  of  a  child.  Husband's  name  unknown 
Eunice  died  and  Thomas  married  the  widow  of  his  brother,  William  Debeck. 

8.  Eunice  ae  12  in  1850 
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VTII#  Leonard  Silsby  (Samuel  2,  Samuel  l) 

b.  Clifton  Oct.  12,  1823 
m.  Mary  Orcutt 

Had* 

1.  Sumner  S.  Debeck,  a  practicing  physician  in  Franklin  for 

a.  many  years 

Had  two  daughters,  one  of  whom  attended  Coburn  Classical 
Institute  and  graduated  with  honors 

2.  Lorenzo 

b.  Holden  Apr.  19,  18^0 

3.  Eliza  b.  Holden 
lu  Henry 
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IX. 

Milton  (Samuel  2,  Samuel  1) 

b.  Dec.  15,  1825,  ae.  lh  in  1850 

d.  Aug.  8,  1896,  ae.  70  y  7m  23d 

m.  (I)  Annie  Staples,  ae.  18  in  1850 

b.  Aug.  3,  I832 
d„  Aug.  20,  1909 

They  had: 

1.  George  M.  b.  1857 

d,  Dec.  12,  1875,  ae  18  y  5m  21d 

2.  Elmer  b.  18U9 

d.  June  9,  1912  ae  62  y  6m  25d  (8mo.in  1850) 

3.  Abbie  E,m.  Charles  H.  Chick  of  Clifton.  Res.  Brewer 
She  d.  Feb.  16,  1900,  ae  32  yrs.  6m 
b.  1867 

lu  ELlen  b.  1861  m.  Hosea  G.  Doble 

d.  Oct.  3,  1886,  ae  2U  yrs*  10m  21d 

5«  Laura  A.  b  Nov.  19,  1872 

6.  Emery  b.  Aug.  19,  1876 

m,  Gertrude  Gasper 

Representative  to  the  State  Legislature  several  times 
Selectman  of  the  town  of  Holden 
had  3  children,  one  deceased 
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X„  Eliza  (Samuel  2,  Samuel  1) 

b. 

m,  Josiah  Bragg 

and  hadr 

1.  Watson  S.  Bragg,  a  physician,  b.  Clifton 
2*  Frank  Bragg,  b.  1857  (Francis  V.)  b.  Dedham 
3*  Roxaville  b.  1850  unm  b,  Clifton 
U.  S,  Mabel  b.  Bradley  d.y« 
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XI*  Edward  3  (Samuel  2,  Samuel  l)  b,  1836 
ae  Hi  in  1850 
nu  Araminta  Orcutt 

They  had  in  Clifton 

1,  Percy  W* 

2.  Ada  A. 

3*  Wesley 
U*  Cora  L* 

5.  Celia  E* 

6.  Herbert 


7. 


Leota  M« 
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XII. 

Thomas  3 (Samuel  2,  Samuel  l) 

b.  1838 
d.  191U 

m.  (I)  Alvida  L.  Penney,  dau  of  Josiah.  She  d.  Feb.  7,  1866  ae  23y  10m  i;d. 

m,  (2)  Meribah  M.  Penney,  dau  of  the  Rev.  Benjamin  Penney,  and  his  wf.  Olive 

She  d.  May  22,  1870  ae  27 

m.  (3)  Mahala  Jellison,  dau.  of  Theodore .  No  issue.  She  d.  Oct.  27,  I883, 
ae.  37  yrs.  Buried  Mt.  Pleasant,  Clifton. 

m.  (it)  Anstrus  Adeline  (or  Adelaide)  Mosher.  No  issue. 

He  had  by  the  first  two  wives  the  following  children: 

By  Alvida: 

1.  Frank 

2.  Amelia  who  d.  Jan.  10,  1866,  ae  1  yr 

✓ 

By  Meribah: 

3*  Benjamin  Waldo  b.  Mar.  1868  (by  Meribah) 
d.  July  5,  1908,  ae  U0 
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XV.  Annette  3  (Samuel  2,  Sarauel  1) 
b.  181£ 
d.  1886 

m,  Francis  Gasper 
r.  Surry,  Maine 
Had* 

1.  Carrie  b.  186U 

2.  S.  Aubrey  b.  187$ 

3.  E.  Gertrude  b.  Jan.  22,  1882 
All  born  in  Surry 
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XVI*  Alfred  3  (Samuel  2,  Samuel  l) 
b«  18U2 
d.  1887 

m,  Lucy  Arabell  Jellison,  dau.  of  John  and  Elmira  (Day)  Jellison 

She  b.  18U5  d.  1914:  and  direct  descendant  of  Ralph  1  Day  and  Susan  Fairbanks 

Dedham,  Mass. 

They  were  divorced  and  she  m.  for  her  second  husband  Sylvanus  White, 
a  soldier  in  the  Civil  War  and  had  three  children:  Laf orest,  Dellie, 
and  Carl • 

Stackpole 

He  m.  for  his  2d  w.  Katie  xjqocx'  and  had  a  son  Lloyd  Debeck  b.  Ellsworth 
Children  by  Lucy  Jellison: 

1.  Julia  Mabel  b.  1872  d.y. 

2.  John  M.  b.  July  1,  1867  in  Clifton,  Maine  m0  Tera  Scheer,  b.  Detroit, 

Mich.,  7/2/I869  d.  June  2k,  193k  no  issue 

3.  Rozenie  Etta  m.  Apr.  3,  1889.  r.  Alpena,  Michigan 

b.  Apr.  15,  1869,  Clifton,  Maine 

attended  St.  Albans  Acadeny, 

m.  Apr.  19,  1886  in  Bangor,  Rinaldo  Joshua  Gould  of  Bucksport 

b.  5/18/1856  d.  Oct.  9,  1924 
son  of  Joshua  Ballard  Gould  and  his  wife, 
Fannie  Abigail  Grant,  descendant  of  Peter  (1) 
Grant,  banished  by  Cromwell,  Kittery,  Me. 

They  had  a  daughter,  Mabel  Estella,  born 
April  16,  1887,  graduated  East  Maine 
Conference  Seminary,  1907,  Bryant  & 

Stratton,  Boston,  Chandler  Secretarial 
School,  married  Charles  Milton  Demers, 
son  of  Frederick  and  Bertha  Mills  Demers, 
(Berthume  and  Martha  Demers)  June  26,  1912. 

They  have  a  son  Frederick  Gould  Demers, 

Colby  College,  1937,  b0  June  7,  1916, 
m.  Helen  Moore  Tatem,  dau.  Ro3s  and  Grace, 
1939,  E.  Aurora,  N.Y.  One  dau.  Sydney 
Hammond,  b.  June  29,  19^2.  Lt.  (j.g.) 
U.S.N.fl. ,  19U5 

Alfred  Debeck  was  a  soldier,  and  nurse,  in  the  Civil  War* 

He  was  stationed  at  Chestnut  Hill  Hospital,  Pa.,  and  served  in  the  Hospital 
Corps,  doing  duty  both  as  nurse  and  cook.  He  d.  in  Surry,  Maine,  in  1887, 
and  is  buried  in  Ellsworth* 


Debeck — 1$ 


XVIII.  Amariah  3  (William  2,  Samuel  1) 

b.  July  15,  1828 
m.  Dorothy  Haddocks 

Had 

1.  Charles  b.  Eddington,  18U9 
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XV IX  Ephraim  3  (William  2,  Samuel  1) 
b.  Oct.  30,  I83O 
given  "ae.  20,  census  IB^O" 
m.  Anna  Fletcher 
Had: 


1.  Fred 
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XX.  Hoses  3  (William  2,  Samuel  1) 

b.  Sept.  30,  1832,  ae.  18  in  18£0 

m.  Susan  Fowls 

Had* 

1.  Chandler 
2*  Lizzie 
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XXI. 

Susannah  3  (William  2,  Samuel  l) 

b.  August,  18314. 
m.  Rufus  Day 

Had  a  daughter  Rellie  m.  Wallace  Judkins  and  had  8  children: 

and  lived  in  Brewer.  There  were  George,  Sarah,  Evie,  Hattie, 
•  Merton,  Lillian 
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XXII,  Harriet  3  (William  2,  Samuel  l) 

b,  Aug,  16,  I836 
m.  William  Crosby- 

Had: 

1,  Sylvinia  or  Sy Ivina 

2,  Isadore 

3,  Harriet 

U* 


William 
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XXIII  Lucinda  3,  (William  2,  Samuel  1) 

b.  July  15,  I838,  ae.  12  18£0,  census  record 

m«  Charles  Jordan 

Had: 

1.  Ann 
2*  Nellie 
3.  Charles  M. 

She  m.  Eben  Penney  for  her  2d  husband  and  had  four  children 
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XXIV.  William  3  (William  2,  Samuel  l) 
b.  July  26,  I8I4.O 

m.  Lizzie  - 

Had  6  children 

They  were: 

1.  George 
2*  Mattie 
3.  Ephraim 
U.  Joseph 
Nettie 


22“Debeck 

XXV,  Alice  3  (William  2,  Samuel  l) 
b.  Oct.  21,  181*2 

given  "Ellis'1  census  record,  8  yrs.  old  18^0 

m.  John  York 

m,  (2)  Charles  Brann 
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XXVI.  Elisha  3  (William  2,  Samuel  1) 
b.  Aug.  20,  1814; 


m.  Etta  Brarm 


2U--Debeck 


XXVII  Brocksy  3  (William  2,  Samuel  1) 

b.  July  9,  18U7 
m.  Melvin  Jellison 
and  had: 

I.  Maud  m.  Leonard  Williams  for  his  2d  w.  and  had  R*  Leon  Williams, 

State  Senator  from 

2*  Winfield  Penobscot  County. 

3«  Edith,  dec'd 

II.  Edgar,  dec'd 


. < 
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XXVIII  Ora  vine  3  (William  2,  Samuel  1) 
b.  Dec.  12,  18U8 
m.  Nathaniel  Haskell 
m.  (2)  S.  Goodwin 


2  >14957 


I  .  ,  >  ...  I 
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XXVTX  Robena  or  Roberts  3  (William  2,  Samuel  l) 
b.  May  10,  18$1 
m.  William  Welch 
Hads 

1.  Ernest 

2*  Luvie  m.  Henry  Gray  for  her  2d  husband 


The  foregoing  has  been  compiled  from 
reunion  records,  tovm,  census  and 
cemetery  records,  and  is  unobtainable 
elsevriiere. 

Mabel  Gould  Demers, 

9  Stobie  St., 

Waterville,  Maine,  1988. 
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